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We are a multidisciplinary department within the College of Natural and Agricultural Sciences at UC Riverside with both undergraduate and graduate programs in environmental science. We seek to expand knowledge of the physical, chemical, biological and human components of the Earth System, through cutting-edge research, rigorous student training and service to the community. Our department consists of faculty, graduate students, postdocs and research staff working within and across the fields of atmospheric sciences, environmental chemistry & ecotoxicology, hydrologic sciences, and soil & water sciences.


 


Faculty


                

            

        

    


                    

                            

            
                                    
                            
        
                
                
            
                
                          
                                                                                                    
              [image: faculty-research]

    
                                        






                

            

        

    


                    

                            

        

    

    
        
            
                                    
                            
        
            
                
                                
                
                     



Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion


The Department of Environmental Sciences is committed to creating an environment of mutual respect by welcoming participation of students, staff, and faculty from all groups regardless of race, culture, age, ethnicity, gender identity or expression, national origin, citizenship status, language, physical or mental difference, religion, sex, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, subculture, geographic region, and more. To serve all parts of the community equitably, this commitment is critical to sustaining the social fabric of our department, UCR, and the State of California. We, therefore, pledge to work towards equitable treatment and accessibility in our policies and procedures. We recognize that historically marginalized groups are underrepresented within the sciences, and we commit to move towards remedying underrepresentation within our teaching, training, hiring, and outreach. This is particularly relevant for environmental sciences, as our field often reveals structural inequities in environmental impacts related to human activities, such as communities experiencing a higher burden of pollution. Moreover, we recognize that 1) the diversity of California’s population has been, and continues to be, the source of innovative ideas and creative accomplishments throughout the state’s history, and that 2) the University of California was built on the mandate of making higher education available to all. We promise to fulfill that mandate to the best of our abilities through our Department’s words, actions, and policies.




                

            

        

    


                    

                            

        

    

    
        
            
                                    
                            
        
            
                
                                
                
                     


Undergraduate Program


 


Our undergraduate program exposes students to a wide array of environmental science disciplines and prepares them for careers in State/Federal resource agencies, private consulting and for graduate education.
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Graduate Program


 


All of our graduate areas of study emphasize quantitative, interdisciplinary study of the Earth System. Alumni from our graduate programs have gone on to successful careers in government and university science, resource management, education and economics.
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            October 11, 2023
    

                Rivers may not recover from drought for years



                
              Lack of rainfall is not the only measure of drought. New UC Riverside research shows that despite a series of storms, the impact of drought can persist in streams and rivers for up to 3.5 years. There are two measures...
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            April 18, 2023
    

                Not such small things: microplastics in our streams



                
              UC Riverside scientists are taking a modern approach to studying a murky subject — the quantity, quality, and sources of microplastics in Los Angeles County’s urban streams. Microplastics are particles with a maximum diameter of 5 millimeters, roughly the size...
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            April 17, 2023
    

                Methane from megafires: more spew than we knew



                
              Using a new detection method, UC Riverside scientists found a massive amount of methane, a super-potent greenhouse gas, coming from wildfires — a source not currently being accounted for by state air quality managers. Methane warms the planet 86 times...
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            April 05, 2023
    

                Manganese in Central Valley water threatens fetuses and children



                
              Water in California’s Central Valley contains enough manganese to cause cognitive disabilities and motor control issues in children, and Parkinson’s-like symptoms in adults. Read More
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            September 13, 2021
    

                Dr. Jirka Šimunek receives the 2021 Hydrologic Sciences Award from the American Geophysical Union



                
              The Hydrologic Sciences Award recognizes outstanding contributions to the science of hydrology over the course of the awardees' careers. The results are published in the latest issue of EOS.
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            March 23, 2021
    

                Dr. Amir Haghverdi receives UCOWR Early Career Award for Applied Research



                
              Dr. Amir Haghverdi is selected to receive the 2021 Universities Council on Water Resources ( UCOWR) Early Career Award for Applied Research. The UCOWR Early Career Award for Applied Research recognizes outstanding early contributions in applied research related to water...
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            December 19, 2019
    

                Student highlight: Brandon Fong



                
              Beyond a number of other projects that he has diligently facilitated over the years, Brandon has been leading his own research on boulder displacement during shallow landslide events in the Box Springs and Blue Mountains of southern California. Over the...
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            September 25, 2019
    

                4th Annual UCI Postdoctoral Scholar Research Symposium, Postdocs at the Forefront



                
              At the 4th Annual UCI Postdoctoral Scholar Research Symposium, Dr. Salini Sasidharan won 1st prize. Congratulations, Salini! Read More
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This afternoon, we heard several great talks in biomass burning aerosols and brown carbon. Kunpeng Chen, a graduate student at @UCRiverside, has been studying the influence of relative humidity on secondary biomass burning aerosols. Listen to him here!https://t.co/MOr1S02f8O pic.twitter.com/PaIpq88vjz

— American Association for Aerosol Research (@AmericanAerosol) October 5, 2023
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